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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EWWT, UN 

SUBJECT: SHIPPING: UN CODE OF CONDUCT FOR LINER 
CONFERENCES 

REF: PANAMA 3307 

RE PARA 4 REFTEL, DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE ANY ADDITIONAL 
INFO EMBASSY CAN DISCRETELY DEVELOP RE POSSIBILITY PANAMA 
MAY SIGN SUBJECT CODE PRIOR TO JUNE 30, 1975 DEADLINE. 

SINCE CODE IS CLEARLY CONTRARY TO INTERESTS OF 
PANAMANIAN FLAG OF CONVENIENCE OPERATIONS, WE WOULD BE 
INTERESTED IN KNOWING WHETHER THOUGHT BEING GIVEN ONLY TO 
SIGNING TO DEMONSTRATE GOP'S SUPPORT FOR DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES' OBJECTIVES WITH NO INTENTION OF RATIFYING CODE 
THEREAFTER. IRONICALLY, BECAUSE OF TONNAGE REPRESENTED, 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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SIGNATURE BY GOP WOULD BE MORE THAN SYMBOLIC GESTURE AND 
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COULD CONCEIVABLY ENCOURAGE MANY SUPPORTERS OF CODE TO PRO- 
CEED EXPEDITIOUSLY WITH RATIFICATION THEREBY BRINGING CON- 
VENTION CLOSER TO IMPLEMENTATION THAN MIGHT BE THE CASE 
OTHERWISE. KISSINGER 
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